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                                   Discussion on Zoroastrianism and Judaism
There is a great deal of similarity between Zoroastrianism and Judaism in several practices of the religion. The two chapters explore various features of the two religions, such as their history, geographical influence, teachings, beliefs, ritual practices, and their evolution in modern society (Brodd et al., 338). The Jews and Zoroastrians had likely contact as early as during the Persian Empire that led to the religions influencing each other in different ways. Understanding the two religions individually as well as together will help to explain the connections between them, such as their common beliefs. 
Judaism and Zoroastrianism are both monotheistic religions as they believe in one God and the existence of supernatural beings (Brodd et al., 333). The difference, however, in their monotheism is that Zoroastrians believe that God as the only source of good and that evil cannot be attached to him. Jews, however, believe in God as the source of good and evil, just as he is light and darkness. Both religions, believe in heaven as their afterlife and are included in their teachings. There is also the common belief of a messiah who does great things for the people and is their benefactor. 
Reflections on both the Zoroastrians and Jews leads me to understand how much religions influence each other. Their teachings can be dated far back to their origins while some teaching develops later such as either due to geographical positioning and influence from other cultures (Brodd et al. 341). Another important lesson is that both religions believe in the good of human beings through the guidance of supernatural beings. Therefore, it is crucial to understand the history of religion, its contribution, teachings, influences, and practices to form a reliable opinion on them.
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